30 Mile River Watershed Association

November 2016

Our Website Donate Now Contact Us Email Us

Welcome to our new Board members!
We are happy to have two new Board members joining our team: Linda Stanton
and Cyndy Stancioff. Linda represents the Basin David Tilton Ponds Association and
Cyndy represents the Town of Chesterville. Both have been very active members of
their lake associations and communities over the years and we feel fortunate to
have them!

A Record Year for Invasive Plant Patrols
Keeping watch on our lakes
Each year, volunteers play a critical role in
keeping invasive plants out of our lakes.
Organized by lake teams, Invasive Plant
Patrollers (IPPs) are trained through the

Patrollers (IPPs) are trained through the
Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program
(VLMP) to survey for invasives such as
variable leaf milfoil and hydrilla. If a potential
infestation is detected early, there is a better
chance of completely removing that plant
population. Otherwise, ongoing control
methods are necessary, generally costing thousands of dollars each year. Together
with Courtesy Boat Inspectors, who make sure no invasive plants enter our lakes in
the first place, IPPs have helped keep the watershed completely free of invasive
plants.
We are pleased to announce that 2016 was a record year for IPP surveys in the
watershed. 83 dedicated volunteers on 6 lakes spent 236 hours searching for
invasive plants, and thankfully, they didn't find any! An enormous "Thank you!" to
all involved for their hard work.
If you'd like to know more about becoming an Invasive Plant Patroller, contact
katie@30mileriver.org.

Education Programming for our Watershed
Connecting students with lakes
Education is an imperative component of
conservation, as it prepares current and future
generations to make thoughtful and informed
decisions regarding human impacts on the natural
environment. This fall, we’ve been busy bringing
watershed education to our local schools, including
Leavitt High School (LHS) in Turner, Cape Cod Hill
School (CCHS) in New Sharon, and Mount Blue High
School (MBHS) in Farmington. After a hands-on
lesson about invasive plants, students at Leavitt spent
a day on Androscoggin Lake with us and the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) staff
learning about soil erosion and water quality
monitoring. CCHS students used an interactive model
to learn about watersheds and how they are affected
by people. At MBHS, students documented animal
tracks at a pond on campus, as part of a yearlong

project investigating water quality in the pond. We

project investigating water quality in the pond. We
look forward to continuing to expand this area of

programming in 2017!

Education Grant Received
Maine Watershed Education Collaborative for Central Maine
This spring, we joined with two neighboring
watershed associations – the Belgrade
Regional Conservation Alliance and the
Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed – to
form the Watershed Education Collaborative
for Central Maine. This alliance formed in
response to the need for widespread,
organized watershed education in schools
and the opportunity to work collaboratively for
greater impact. This is a natural partnership
for us, as we already work cooperatively and
our watersheds form a contiguous region with
several shared school districts. Together, we
have the potential to deliver programming to
18,000 students. Last month, we received a
$12,000 grant from the Onion Foundation to
support our work. We are grateful for the
opportunity the Onion Foundation has given
us and excited to launch into this new partnership.

Call for Office Volunteers
While we certainly need as many volunteers as possible out on the lakes in the
summer, office volunteers are a great help as well! If you would like to learn more
about becoming an office volunteer, please contact katie@30mileriver.org or call us
at 860-4043.

Annual Giving
$22,000 left to go!

All of our lake protection programs would not be possible without
donations from individuals. We’ve raised $38,000 so far towards our
$60,000 Annual Fund goal and need to raise another $22,000 by
December 31st. Will you help us reach it? Donate here.

We wish you a safe and happy Thanksgiving!

About Us
The 30 Mile River Watershed Association's mission is to
preserve, improve, and protect the land and water quality of our
watershed. Individuals like you play a critical role in keeping our
conservations programs running, and we greatly appreciate any
support you can give. Donations can be made online or sent to:
30 Mile River Watershed Association
PO Box 132
Mount Vernon, Maine 04352
Visit our website at www.30mileriver.com or find us on Facebook.

