30 Mile River Watershed Association

Happy holidays from all of us at the
30 Mile River Watershed Association!

Annual Giving Campaign
Only eight days left to reach our goal!
Thanks to our many generous donors, we have raised
$44,400 towards our Annual Giving Campaign goal of
$50,000. While this is wonderful progress, we must
st

raise another $5,600 by December 31 to keep all our lake
protection programs running. If you haven’t given yet this
year, we hope you will consider a contribution today.
Donate now.

Watersheds in the Classroom
Hands-on science for 5th Graders
Last week,
30MRWA
collaborated with
4-H Cooperative
Extension to
educate 5th
graders at
Farmington's Cascade Brook School about watersheds.
During the hands-on program, students explored how water
and pollutants travel through a watershed, identified
sources of pollution, and learned how people of all ages
have a role to play in protecting our waters. Click here to see
more photos.
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New program to track lake health
We are pleased to announce that in November the Maine
Outdoor Heritage Fund awarded us a $6,500 grant to
develop a new program to closely track the health of our
lakes. Expanding on the work of lake association volunteers,
we will be conducting more thorough and frequent
monitoring of ten lakes in the watershed. We will look at
factors such as temperature, dissolved oxygen,
phosphorous, and other indicators of water quality. Doing
so will allow us to identify and prioritize problem areas in
our lakes before they reach a tipping point.
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Welcome, Katie!
Katie Moran joined us in
November as our first
year-round Program
Coordinator. She comes to us
from Damariscotta, where
she recently completed a
fellowship with the
Damariscotta Lake
Watershed Association. Katie is excited to put her biology
degree to good use overseeing the Courtesy Boat Inspection,
Youth Conservation Corps, and Water Quality Monitoring
programs at 30MRWA.

Courtesy Boat Inspections
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Record inspections in 2015
Our Courtesy Boat Inspection (CBI) staff and volunteers
play a critical role in keeping invasive plants from entering
our lakes. Last summer, they performed more inspections
than ever - 1817 - totaling nearly 1,000 hours on duty. These
inspections may have yielded only 8 suspicious plant
fragments, but it takes just one small piece of an invasive
plant to wreak havoc on a lake. Thank you, CBIs, for all
your hard work. If interested in becoming a CBI volunteer
and keeping invasive plants out of our lakes, email Katie.
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In 2015, Our Youth
Conservation Corps (YCC),
which provides subsidized
erosion control landscaping to
lakefront landowners, had its
most successful summer yet.
The crew completed 16
projects on 8 lakes, installing 32 Best Management Practices
(BMPs) to minimize the impact developed properties have
on lake water quality. We already have eight projects lined
up for next summer, so complete your YCC site assessment
request before the crew is all booked!

Invasive Plant Patrol
No invaders found in 2015
This year, 70 Invasive Plant Patrollers (IPP) across the
watershed collectively spent over 200 hours carefully
surveying 6 of our lakes for invasive plants. Thankfully, no
invasive plants were found. These dedicated IPP volunteers
are invaluable to keeping our lakes safe from invasives. A
heartfelt “thank you” goes to all of you! To learn more about
IPP and how you can become a volunteer, go here or contact
us.

Managing Camp Roads
Addressing the biggest threat to water quality
Poorly maintained camp
roads are a serious threat
to our lakes. These roads
are a major source of soil
erosion and often result in
large volumes of water –
polluted with sediment and
phosphorus – running into
a lake. This degrades water
quality and can lead to algal blooms.
Over the past three years, in partnership with the Maine
DEP and the Kennebec County Soil and Water Conservation
District, 30MRWA has worked with Parker Pond residents
story to your readers and how it

to address these threats from camp roads. With support
from a grant*, 30MRWA and its partners provided
technical assistance and matching funds to four road
associations to improve their camp roads and protect water
quality. Improvements included installing culverts,
riprap-lined ditches, plunge pools, open-top culverts, water
bars and crowned road surfaces, which all help distribute
water and reduce polluted runoff.
Although this was the final year of the grant, 30MRWA staff
and partners are still available to provide technical
assistance to address camp road issues throughout the
watershed. Better designed roads not only protect water
quality, they also improve drivability and reduce
maintenance costs. Whether you are looking for assistance
evaluating the condition of a road, forming a road
association, or developing a road management plan, we are
here to help. Contact us for more information.
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*Project funding was provided in part by the U.S. EPA under Section
319 of the Clean Water Act and administered by the Maine DEP in
partnership with EPA.

About Us
The 30 Mile River Watershed Association's mission is to
preserve, improve, and protect the land and water quality in
the 30 Mile River Watershed.
30 Mile River Watershed Association
P.O. Box 132
Mount Vernon, Maine 04352
(207) 860-4043
info@30mileriver.org
Located at 165 Front Street in Farmington

Please visit our website at www.30mileriver.org.
Join us on Facebook www.facebook.com/30mileriver

